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empire.    He had a genius rich by nature, which he cultivated with in-
defatigable application; though, after laying a foundation of the sciences,
he confined himself to sacred studies.    In his youth entering the world,
he became soon apprized of its dangers.   He saw that in it only ambition,
vanity, and voluptuousness reign;  that men here usually live in a hurry
and a crowd, without finding leisure to look into themselves, or to study
that great science which ought to be their only affair.    He trembled at
the sight of its vices and the slippery path of its pleasures, which, though
they seem agreeable at first, yet when tasted are nothing but bitterness
and mortal poison, and whilst they flatter the senses, destroy the soul;
and he thought it the safer part to conquer by flight, or at least, with the
Baptist, to prepare and strengthen himself in retirement, that he might
afterwards be the better able to stand his ground in the field.   He accord-
ingly chose the highest mountains for his abode, sheltering himself in a
cave in the winter, and the rest of the year living in the woods, continually
exposed to the open air;  and knowing that our greatest conquest is to
subdue ourselves, in order to facilitate this important victory he joined to
assiduous prayer the practice of great austerities.   He lived only on wild
roots and herbs, which he ate raw, and had no other garments than a tunic
and cloak, both made of goat's hair, very coarse.    Notwithstanding his
desire to live unknown to men, yet he was discovered, and many were not
afraid to climb the rugged rocks that they might recommend themselves
to his prayers and receive the comfort of his. spiritual advice.    He was
favoured with the gifts of prophecy and miracles in an uncommon measure,
of which he gave several proofs in a journey he took into Persia to visit
the new churches that were planting there^ and strengthen the young
converts labouring under grievous persecutions.    His presence fortified
them in their good resolutions, and inspired them with that spirit of
martyrdom which afterwards showed itself in their glorious triumphs.
He converted many idolaters and wrought several miracles in that country.
He suffered torments for the faith in the persecution  continued by
Maximinus II, for Gennadius places him in the number of confessors
under that tyrant;  and Nicephorus names him among the holy bishops
in the council of Nice who bore the glorious marks of their sufferings
for Christ.   His personal merit and great reputation occasioned his pro-
motion to the see of Nisibis;  but here he still followed the same course
of life he had inured himself to on the mouhtains, to his fasts and austerities
adding the care of the poor, the correction of sinners, and all the other
toils and hardships of episcopacy.   Such was his charity for the poor that
he seemed to possess nothing but for their relief.   In the acts of St Miles
and his companions, Persian martyrs, it is related that St James built at
Nisibis a very stately church.   St Miles coming to that city was astonifchexi
at the xnajc$ty of the edifice, and having made some stay there with